Some of the properties of the globular clusters in NGC 5128 -the nearest giant elliptical galaxy -are compared to those of Galactic globular clusters. Assuming the color-metallicity relations that hold for Galactic globular clusters It is also found that large clusters with FWHM > 10 pc are typically less luminous in NGC 5128 than are their more more compact counterparts. In this respect the NGC 5128 cluster system is similar to the Galactic globular cluster system, in which large clusters also tend to be less luminous than compact ones. Finally, the present data may hint at the possibility that the NGC 5128 cluster system differs from that surrounding the Milky Way, in the sense that the NGC 5128 objects do not seem to exhibit a clear cut gap between the regions of the FWHM vs M v plane that are occupied by globular clusters and by dwarf spheroidal galaxies.
INTRODUCTION
NGC 5128 (Centaurus A), which is located at a distance of only ∼4 Mpc, is the nearest giant elliptical galaxy. Its proximity facilitates comparison of some of the properties of its globular cluster system with those of the globulars associated with the Milky Way System. Such a comparison is of particular interest because it might throw some light on possible differences in the early evolutionary histories of massive spiral and elliptical galaxies. An obvious caveat is that two galaxies constitute a small sample, and that they might turn out not be representative of the the class of massive ellipticals and of massive spiral galaxies. It would therefore be important to obtain observations that could allow one extend the present work to cluster systems associated with other massive elliptical and spiral galaxies. The globular cluster system surrounding the nearby galaxy M31 has not been included in the present investigation because the quality of the color, diameter, reddening and metallicity data for many of the clusters in the Andromeda galaxy is still quite low. Inclusion of such data might therefore confuse, rather than clarify, some of the issues discussed in the present paper.
GLOBULAR CLUSTER DATA
Data on the luminosities, diameters and metallicities of 115 putative globular clusters in NGC 5128 were taken from information published by Harris et al. (2006) and is listed in Table 1 . The highly metallicity sensitive index C − T 1 on the Washington photometric system was used to assign [Fe/H] values to individual clusters. Cluster luminosities were derived by assuming that the turnover luminosity T 1 = 20.35 of the globulars in NGC 5128 corresponds to M v ≃ -7.4 (Harris 2001) . Furthermore Geisler & Forte (1990) find E(B-V) = 0.11 for this galaxies, from which one obtains a reddening of 0.209 mag in C − T 1 . This value, together with the slightly non-linear [Fe/H] versus (C − T 1 ) o relation of Harris, Harris -4 -& Geisler (2004) , were used to derive the metallicities for the clusters that are listed in Table 1 . It, however, should be emphasized that the Harris et al. (2004) relation between [Fe/H] and (C − T 1 ) o was derived for very old clusters. Due to the well-known degeneracy between age and metallicity younger clusters will appear to be more metal deficient than they actually are. It is noted in passing that the cluster C150 (which is not included in Table 1 because of the absence of color information) appears to be the only heavily reddened cluster in the sample of Harris et al.(2006) . Following these authors it will also be assumed that one pixel of the Advanced Camera for Surveys corresponds to a linear scale of 1.0 pc at the distance of NGC 5128, i. e. that D = 4.1 Mpc.
Comparison between the metallicity distributions of globular clusters in
the Galaxy and NGC 5128. 
Globular clusters and dwarf spheroidal galaxies
Mackey & van den Bergh (2005) showed that the globular clusters and dwarf spheroidal companions to M31 and the Galaxy appear to be separated by the empirical relation
with dwarf spheroidals lying above (to the left) of this relation and globular clusters below (to the right) of it. All of the objects in NGC 5128 for which Martini & Ho (2004) list M v and R h values lie above the line defined by Eq. (1) and should therefore probably be regarded as dwarf spheroidals. Assuming that FWHM ≃ 2 R h one would expect the globular clusters and dwarf spheroidal galaxies in NGC 5128 to be separated by the relation log FWHM (pc) = 0.25 M v + 3.25.
A plot of Mv versus FWHM for all of the clusters in Table 1 is shown in Figure 3 .
-7 -This Figure shows that the objects C3, C4, C6, C7, C18, and C30 in NGC 5128 fall above (or to the left) of the line defined by Eqn. 2. However, it is interesting to note that this figure does not appear to show a clear-cut segregation between putative dwarf spheroidals and the normal globular clusters. This result may indicate that the boundary between dwarf spheroidal galaxies and globular clusters differs in position (or in its nature) for the companions to M31 and NGC 5128. Some of this observed difference might be due to stronger tidal stresses in the NGC 5128 environment.
CONCLUSIONS

Inter comparison of the M v versus [Fe/H] diagrams of the globular clusters surrounding the Galaxy (Mackey & van den Bergh 2005) and of the putative globulars surrounding
NGC 5128 shows an interesting difference. The luminosities of Galactic globular clusters appear to be independent of their metallicities, whereas NGC 5128 appears to exhibits a lack of luminous metal-poor ([Fe/H] < -1.8) globular clusters that is significant at the 98% level. The most plausible explanation for this difference is that a significant fraction of the apparently metal-poor globulars in NGC 5128 are actually intermediate-age clusters that appear to be very metal-poor because they are relatively young and blue. On this hypothesis the two apparently super metal-poor clusters in this galaxy would actually be relatively young objects. If these speculations are correct then the observed luminosity differences indicates that intermediate-age clusters in NGC 5128 are typically less massive than the old globulars associated with this galaxy.
In both the Galactic globular cluster system, and in the cluster system surrounding NGC 5128, the largest globular clusters are found to have below average luminosities. It is well known (van den Bergh 2006) that the globular clusters in dwarf galaxies are, on average, less luminous than those associated with giants. Hence it appears likely that the -8 -low luminosity of the most extended globulars (which mainly occur at large galactocentric distances) is due to the fact that many of these objects were initially formed in dwarf companions that were subsequently captured by the Galaxy or by NGC 5128.
Finally, in a size versus luminosity plot, the companions to NGC 5128 do not appear to exhibit the clear-cut dichotomy between globular clusters and dwarf spheroidals that is observed (Mackey & van den Bergh 2005) among the companions to the Galaxy and M31.
It is tentatively suggested that this difference might, at least in part, be due to stronger tidal stressing of dwarf spheroidals in the neighborhood of NGC 5128.
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